

Tracking the CIA 

Acting on INPOLSE, Your Intrepid Reporters 
Stalk the CIA and Hit Paydirt 



The suiely, fonr-itory 
Wtahiagion town houae bore mb- 
•ohdsly no extonuU mctkiBp to 
kkmify it m ttm home of {near- 
natioiul Fblice Servicen, bo.. • 
oompeoy that we had been to- 
veatigMiBg on a dp tbei ii was a 
CIA proprietary— or seoreUy 
owned front company. Larfe 
ibutten blocked the riew 
throufh (ha window*. Thais waa 
no maitt»x. The botldinf kxdcad 
(ike a ftmend home b hidbg. 



Thera waa a surpriaing boatb 
of anivity outaide tfaa hack en- 
iraoce. howevar. aa woffeen of 
all kinib— phtmben. caipeatan, 
electriciana. painter* — ambled 
b andomoftba bttiidb|. Mov- 
era had emptied the piece the day 
befiMB, bey said, takbg irack- 
bada of equipment to an un- 
known deaibi^n. and be m- 



of pbdga of aflegiance for police 
of^er*. Other aigna were b 
Spsniah. 

The aecrei ichoolhouac waa 
bare except for rUe foldera 
atrewD about on tba fim floor. 
The fblden had been emptied, 
but they wen niU labelled md 
the label* proved to be the only 
cluea. Ten folders wets marked 
••31* VBai.«aCE— JKTHIl VBWS- • . 
About 30 others carried the 
oames of compenbi around the 
ooaDny. preaimiably finuM wtth 
which INPOLSE did buabeas. 
Hnally, tax folder* were marked 
wtb bo of bdividuala. 

who tuned out to have been b- 
arncton at be Khool. 

The ootporatbaa and be b- 
stnicton, plui independent 



winces, provided us with hard 
evidence that lateraatbaal 
Police Services, be., operated 
for nearly 23 year* aa an arm of 
the CIA, mdercover aaa pmnoe 
firm. Pm of its boabeu waa to 
export police wares to foreign 
police fofcei — gtina. ammimi- 
tioft. nightsticka, handcufb. hol- 



tively unaophimcaced kbds of 
bugging end aurvciJIaiica 
eqbpBBeat. But, accordbg to 
INPOLSE oflkbls. bis export 
wotk was only a sideibe lo the 
larger task of edneatbn. Over 
the yean, INPOLSE provided 
speoblbod tninbg b police 
techniquei to thouaanda of 
^ign poiketnen fiom 17 ooen- 
4 



far be next occupants. The leie- 
phone bad been diaconoccted. 
wkh no forwaxdbg nunbar. b- 
ternatboal Police Services (1N- 
POLSB) bad vaabbed at the 
mo meat we had found it. 

laaida the vacant buildbg, 
there were remnanti of what 
looked to have been a 
apeciaiiaed achool. Three of tte 
rooms were itripped 
labonmfiea. wib formica tab- 
letops around the preimeter and 
sbki wib Bichbg fiuicea. One 
lab had a formica display table m 
the rniddb. and soother waa 
bailt around a long, ahallow 
bub of tta bleu ueeL which 
we gneasad had been uaed far 
deveJopbg film. 

b addkion to the labs, there 
were mvenl offices aod about 
half a doan large ciaaeiooma. 
compbte with blackboarda, 
world maps, and wall ligna 
preaching Khool dbcipliae: 
CULANBLACXaOAXO AND CHALK 
•nuY APreJi One class- 

room wu (bed wib wail aock- 
ca, wiring akmg be floor, and 
other evidence that it had once 
been an audio room wtfh oar- 
phooea at each desk. Someone 
had left niagaxbna on a table 
—copies of Polic4 Ckkf, Tht 
Shooting IndMMtry. Amtrican 
Firtarms industry, aod the- 
Inumaiionai Polka Acodamy 
Paviaw. A Code of Profeaaiooal 
Conduct, wrineab Piench. wu 
p os te d b one halL It wu a kind 



“Readers who believe, as we do, 
that a woman has the right and 
need to pursue her work as totally 
as a man does will see that such a 
woman may have to face the pros- 
pect of living apart from her fam- 
ily.** A Long-Distance Marriage, 
page 6. 



“When the television reporters say 
‘the national mood’ it is as though 
they are talking about a large, 
rough beast loose in a park where 
children are playing. The people of 
Wilmington, Ohio, however, do not 
subscribe to ‘the national mood.* ” 
Wilmington, Ohio, page 8. 



“On November 15 we responded to 
your mailing with an article. At this 
writing we haven’t heard so much 
as an oink out of you.” Sorting Out, 
page 2. 



“My position at the table was part of 
Johnson’s courting system, which he 
used whenever he wanted some- 
thing.’’ LBJ’s Rambunctious 
Retirement, page 10. 



“Q: You don’t mind my asking a few 
questions, do you?’’ 

“A: Yes, Ido.’’ 

Tracking the CIA, see page 4. 



«kr.r “ 
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cries around the wodd.' 

Philip Agee. * nenegade ex- 
CIA operative nine yean’ ex- 
perience in Latin Americm, de> 
ichbed bow. in 1965. he sent 
one of the Agency's Urugnaynn 
ageott. Absjandto Otato. to IN- 
FOLSE far tnining. Oieio was 
then chief of mtelUgencc (or the 
Montevideo, Uraguay, police 
department, la to interview in 
London. Agee said that the spe- 




INPOLS6 vaniahed from iMa 
WaaNngton townhousa. 10 hkMka 
from (ha WMta Hou ea . 



daJ oounes in Waahingioo were 
designed “to jack up' ‘ Oteio and 
“get him going against the 
Tumpamaroa.** the strongest 
group of Urognayaa tevo- 
lutioeanas at ona time. 

Agee's story hep compart arm 
to the explosive film. “Stale of 
Siege," in which the Tum- 
pamaros kill at Amencae offi- 
cial of the AID Public Safety 
program, in the beiief that the 
program is merely a from for 
CIA Interference in Uraguay. 
The State Depernnem, reacting 
(0 poblidty mound the fllm. hat 
vehemently and conaistently de- 
nied that the Public Safety pro- 
grams have been uaed or control- 
led by the CIA. 

Agee’s reai-llfe ClA expeii- 
eoce indicates otherwise. He 
told us that AID'S own Iniema- 
tionaj ^ice Academy, a school 
very limilar to INPOLSE that is 
ran our of sn old noUey bam In 
Georgetown, waa oriftnaily ea- 
tabUehed by tbe GlA. He wem 
on U} say that CIA operatives 
regularly uaed the AID Public 
Safety programs for cover m 
Uruguay and elaewhem. sod that 
the Agency look advantage of 
Alb's contact with foreign 
police forces n raennt its a gm o 
from among the local 
aopa. Agee lecoumed how hit 
request to have Otero trained 
was forwarded to James 
Angleton's counierinaeiUpncc 
staff at CIA headquarien. and 
how Oiero waa awigned to 12 
weeka at the Imemarional Police 
Academy followed by four 
vroeks at the ClA'i “pnvalD'’ 
Khool, INPOLSE. 

Aogieion ii the same senior 
QA offictai who lesignad last 
month m the wake of diacloaares 
that his ofBce had been mvolrod 
m large-scxic domesne oper- 
atxras — leemingiy in violatioa 
of the ClA'i charter. Agea 






the CIA 



stated — and three other CIA 
sources confirmed — thxi 

Aogleton'i counterioteUigence 
office also controOed the CIA's 
worldwide police Uaiarm, infU- 
armion. and traiiung prognuna. 
We have learned that the actual 
CIA operation thm fonaeled 
people like Otero uuo training 
aaalgiunenu waa known by the 
acronym OTBAIL, and thm a 
fanner Angietoa suffer named 
Byroo Engie moved foom the 
CIA in 19tt to head the entire 
Offke of Public Safety in AID. 

“Stale of Siege,** waa banned 
from Washington's Kennedy 
Cenur two yean ago hecauae of 
ks political ovetiones.The movie 
also proroked a heated debiie in 
Congress over AID'S police 
tntmng programs. Moat of the 
inquiry touted on AID'S Inter- 
national Mice Academy, whkh 
haa now been legiaiaied simost 
out of existence. 

But none of tha Coogreaaional 
hearings or probes discloaed the 
operations of INPOLSE, even 
(hough it was older and at least 
as la^ aa the Police Academy. 
Conunercial cover worked so 
well for INPOLSE that tt coo- 
dneted clasaes, undetected, for 
14 yean at the old brownttonc in 
the hean of Waihingtoo — 10 
blocks north of the Wbiu 
House, six blocks east of Em- 
bassy Row on Massachusetts 



Avenue, only a couple of blocks 
from tbe homes of all three 
Harper's Weekly Washington 
editon. (In 1960. INPOLSE. or 
the CIA. paid more than 
SIOO.OQO in cash for the build- 
tag.) 

The school served as a patalkl 
inititution for the Police 
Academy, and several instnic- 
lon refened to it aa a kind of 
"graduate school" for IPA. 
Philip Agee said INPOLSE was 
used to conceal CIA trainrag ex- 
pern whom “you didn't warn 
kicking iround the Police 
Academy." One high CIA offi- 
cial. who retired two yean ago 
bom Agency headquanen here, 
obaerved that INPOLSE “ per- 
formed services that IPA was nor 
capabia of per fo r m ing.** 

We took tbe names of the 
corporations 6om the discarded 
file foiden and showed them to 
people knowledgeable in the 
traffic of fiieanm aod bngginf 
devices- in Washington’s under- 
world. These people recognized 
some of (he firms, many of them 
tun out of post office boxes in 
obscure cities, u dealen in 
police hardware sod low-quality 
surveillance equipment. After 
examining our list, the Suie 
Department’s Office of .Mani- 
tions ContiDl acknowledged (hat 
INPOLSE is registered as an ex- 
porter of muoiiioos and other 
maierial requiring special gov- 
erament approviL 

The Sure Oepanraeni pon- 
dered our request for informa- 



tion about specific licenses 
— showing bow much the com- 
pany had exported, and to 
whom — for more than a month, 
without conclusion. We then 
filed sn official request under the 
Freedom of Information Act, 
which by law requires a responae 
wuhfai 10 days. The State De- 
pattroeM haa r«>w been studying 
the matter for six weeks. 

So we have not been able to 
determine the nature and volume 
of INPOLSfi’i arms exporting 
busineu. Several former IN- 
POLSE officials said thsi the 
flow of exports wu heavy dur- 
ing the 50s aod early 60s but ta- 
pered off rapidly theteaftar when 
large firearm firms moved inio 
(be police export buatoasa. ai- 
tractod by all tha government 



recera yean, sources said. IN- 
POLSE did almost no export 
work and .Tstheted itself to its 
fimetion as a Smith A Wesson 
dealer, selling police revolven 
to (he siudenu. 

Stnea much of the school's 
training bustoess was presum- 
ably financed through contracts 
with the AID Office of Public 
Safety, we went through AID 
records to find out how oumy 
foreign policemen had been sent 
there. Wa located contracts 
worth S320.889.13. covering 
about a thousand studenu. But 
INPOLSE officials ihetnadves 
said this represented only a small 
fraction of the company's work 
wtth AID over the years. 

After further toil in the 
bureaucracy, we found sn AID 



money bamg thrown around. In clerk who said that many IN- 




Tha Intarnidlonnl Poiica Acadamy, racanity ahotlahad by 
Congraaa, fad ihouaanda of foreign pollcaman Into INPOLSCs 
"graduate” training programs. 



The Sparring Blow by Blow 

TMa if *a pomom of oar coaamatto m wOk DmmU Fkmmimg. tke Um 

pnstdem of Imrmatmmd FoUea Services. 

Q, Thia Amehem (mm the ClA that wc taiksd ■> uJd he ewne over to your 
plan befnm he wni to Viemea and took a coursa la police methoda. la 
tha late sixties. He said ha was with some other fellowi from ilw ClA. 

A. I doa'i kitow. He may have that a Uida screwed up. Did ha say ns. or did 
he lay Imemadoaal Mice Academy. 

Q. No. He said biSBrnaitonal Ifoiica Services, on R St 

A. Well, that was our sddisw 

Q. That’s what foi us inseiewed . . . 

A. But 1 don't recall eaythni tike that Wa'va had people comtof la and 
cheektog n tt see what the hell we do ead that sort of (hint, but 1 don't 
lucatJ eay aeiauf per w. 

Q. WeU. to fret w« were able to coafkiB that with one of your maoucton. 

A. Uh. what iaatrncior^ 

Q. Well, I wouida'l give your name to somabody else, either. But it wee 
aotoBOae who had a loug leiauotiehip with your company. 

A. Well, aa I say. we'va had people from all kiada of forerm 



B over to aea what we're dniaf, but a doem'l rtag i hell dim we had a 
poop of peopia from that oaefit 
Q. Del you have any comwcieM with ifae CIA ia dm boaeieu? 

A. Not excapt aa a friaadty byetaialer. 

Q. I see. Cauae, I gueu, we have aevcrel tooicca who have said that yoa 
warn what is known as a OA propoat a r y . la ocher worda. that the CIA 
1 to tot yoa up and waa nautmg you dnmg tha coma of your 



A. Well, haie'a the thtog. hopla can aay a whole tot of thiags. And 1 don't 
blow what diatr p ur poaa aigbi be m aayiag toam. Bm Pm uikiag to a 
guy 1 don't knew from a bale of hay o«er tht phom. . . . 

Q. You don't reilly enmt to talk about It than? 

A. Look. .My poakton « that Tm juai tha iaaiboaaofi toatagcaaae. Wa loat 
aonie money « that oompany. h waa a bad daaL. and i don’t fret iiln 
talfoag to anyona about it You know. Pm a leiired cop, and Pm a very 
(etvaaa guy. 

Q. Where warn you a oop7 That maai have been a long tima ago. 

A. That's not leaily enporteal 

Q. I know, but . . . 

Am This tbiaf'a all hlamry now. Pm imhappy that lomaduBf I wea iavDlvail 
la didn't tam opt. hut Pm wu tolaklDg show k now. I doo't even talk 
about it to my bcodar. . . 

Atar aU tke Jmtmer autmetors oftNPOLSS taiked fteefy wak ar. Tide u 



Q. 1 undantand that you at one tunc bad a c 
Ailtoa Senneea, lac la thai ngfe? 

A- Yea. 

Q. What did you do. taacb couteei 
A. Yaa. 

Q. 1 aaa. Whm wem you toaia? 

A. Uh. What's tlUa far? 



Q. h's fcr Harper' t Weekly. Wa'm tooking into police trainiag and the 
oxpott of poiica aq ul pm em . 

A. Aod whM'B your tumw agam? 

Q. Taylor Branch. 

Q. And yon'ie with Harpers? 

A. Yaa. 

Q. You dM't mmd my aaking s few qneatioaa. do you? 

A. Yea. I do. 

Q, Caa 1 ask yoa why? 

Am WalL 1 juit don't like to , . If yoeH wri« ma a lallar and put k ia 

wrihag. PU, naayba I'll answer k. 

Q. Could t coma to aaa you? 

A. No. 00 . M's Doi oeecaaary. ^ve you contaciad anyone eiae? 

A. Yns. we've bean laJktng with aoma of the afficars. 

Q. And who are they? 

A. Oh. Mr. .McKiao^ and Duma and severel of the otheri. Uh, you worked 
for them after yon leUrcd from (ha FBI? 

A, Yea. 

Q. What kind of couna ware yoa teaehing? 

A. Uh, whaft your number, and maybe PU caU yoa back. 

Qm Uh. (fivaa numbari) 

A. All right. 1 might give yon a cslL (hanga up.) 

4 pomoa of a coaversaaom wlik aa cr-ianrucror from tNFOLSE. 

Q. Ware yon tnuniat Americaaa over there, teo? 

A. No. All rareignen. Latin Amacka. Afrtoa, Asia. Southeast Asia, jam 
about Bverywhani. 

Q. 1 sea. Bm that's bow we got imetetoad ia tba flory in Uia fint ptaca. Wa 
talked to aa Amaricaa who had bean with tha CIA. who aaid that ha had 
been irainsd at Inaanuuional Psiks before hd want to Viatnam. Would 
yon know anything about that? 

A. Let's aaa. Oh. yeah. Yon’m tighu Bm I wasn't engaged in k, myaell 
That's right. We had a fellow from the Phiilppmes who tiu^ them 
couamrauttrgBncy and thm mn of thing. Yau'm right. They had a group 
over (ham from CIA. 

Q. I aaa. Jnat that ona fellow from tba PhBlppiaea. 

A. That's right. Who an yon, agnn? . . 

Q. Waa there jaat that one oouna for the fellows from tha Agency? 

A. I can't mcall. I know than was at laaat that otw group. Thera nught have 
bean two or more, bm I really don't know . . 

Q. Old the Aroancaaa mn with the fo rn gnnri. or did they keep Uwm aepn- 
raae? 

A. No. m I ncaU. wa had the Amaricana in berwnan tha foreigt daaaes. . 

A. 1 ree. So they didn't oretiap. 

A. No, lhat'i righL 

Q. Did the A maricam have aonw of the same lonruc tori? 

A. Yes. They did bsva aoma of tha same. 

Q. I see. What kind of oountar- insurgency were they laschtog? 

A. Oh. 1 don't know that. That waan't my cup of tea, ns I never got mao that 

Q. WiMi did you tereh? 

A. I gave a coum on sumiUanm, iaformaata, thm sort of thing, Ragsiar 
poUoa work. 









for them? 
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POLSE records were “missing” 
from the files. For example, all 
the financial records of a major, 
worldwide contract during the 
Vietnam era were not there. The 
contract covered the years- 
1963-70. Obviously, the AID 
records are hopelessly incom- 
plete, and another Freedom of 
Information request for the re- 
maining contracts has been 
pending since early December. 

Even if the AID contracts turn 
up, they will not tell the full 
story of INPOLSE's activities. 
According to a former officer of 
the company, AID was often 
bypassed altogether in contracts 
directly between INPOLSE and 
foreign governments and police 
departments. These relationships 
have proved impossible to enu- 
merate thus far, as have the rela- 
tionships between INPOLSE and 
American agents receiving spe- 
cial training. All former IN- 
POLSE officers have vigorously 
denied that the company ever 
trained Americans, but one ex- 
CIA operative said that he him- 
self took a counter-insurgency 
course there in the late 60s* be- 
fore going to Vietnam for opera- 
tions that included working 
closely with the Vietnamese 
police in the Phoenix program. 

A former instructor at IN- 
POLSE confirmed the fact that 
Americans had been trained 
there, recalling “at least one*’ 
group of agents under the tute- 
lage of a guerilla expert from the 
Philippines, Napoleon Va- 
leriano. We have established 
that INPOLSE used the services 
of Valeriano, who distinguished 
himself in CIA agent Edward 
Lansdale's campaign against the 
Huk rebellion in the Philippines 
during the fifties. Lansdale be- 
came legendary as “The Ugly 
American,*' and Valeriano later 
seemed to turn up wherever 
there were concentrations of 
jungle, insurgents, and CIA 
agents. He helped train the 
CIA*s Cubans for the Bay of 
Pigs expedition, and subse- 
quendy helped train counterin- 
surgents for Vietnam. 

The tormer officers of IN- 
POLSE denied that the firm had 
connections with the CIA at all. 
Frank Holmes,* its first presi- 



dent, refused even to discuss the 
matter unless we would tell him 
which of his former employes 
had given us our leads. He and 
the other officers painted the 
police training experience as a 
relic from an old era, bygone 
and uninteresting. 

To some extent they arc right. 
INPOLSE is recently dead, and 
the International Police Acad- 
emy is scheduled to close in 
February — in accordance with 
an amendment proposed by 
Senator James Abourezk 
(D-S.D.) and adopted by Con- 
gress. A just-retired high- 
ranking CIA official, with direct 
knowledge of police training 
matters, said that EPA had been 
“turned over to AID . . . that is, 
really turned over’* by the 
Agency in the last couple of 
years, anyway. 

The era of large, Wash- 
ington-based, CIA-sponsored 
training schools for foreign 
policemen is ending after a run 
of many years. But this does not 
mean th^ the Agency is now 
without methods to pene- 
trate and train the police and 
security establishments of 
foreign countries, or without the 
means to recruit foreign officials 
for use in American intelligence 
programs and covert operations. 

The new law contains two 
loopholes large enough to fly a 
U-2 through. One, for which 
CIA Director Colby personally 
lobbied, allows the CIA itself to 




continue training foreign police. 
(Colby assured the Congressmen 
that it would not be done too 
much.) The other loophole ex- 
empts programs for training 
foreign officials in narcotics con- 
trol. Already the word is out in 
Washington that significant 
numbers of CIA operatives are 
moving over to the Drug En- 
forcement Administration, fol- 
lowing the bureaucratic winds. 
And no one knows when we will 
find out which of the CIA's 
other proprietaries — there are 
hundreds in this country — is car- 
rying on the INPOLSE tradition. 
Taylor Branch 
John Marks 

Taylor Branch Is a Washington editor of 
the Weekly. John Marks is an associate 
of the Center for National Security 
Studies in Washington. 












